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CKN Newsletter – September 2010
Dear CKN resident

Two weeks ago the national crime statistics were released by the SAPF. Whilst overall the crime trend was down, the crime statistics for the Honeydew Police Station under which we fall were not encouraging. 

	Major crime figures were as follows:  (reporting periods April to March)
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Murder
	41
	67
	47
	32

	Common robbery
	228
	275
	258
	226

	Robbery with aggravating Circumstances
	851
	1022
	930
	901

	Burglary at homes
	1597
	1795
	2129
	2107

	Theft of motor vehicle
	773
	985
	881
	786

	Carjacking
	63
	86
	73
	77

	Robbery at home
	231
	332
	294
	321


So not a pretty picture! A full report of the stats can be found on our website showing all categories of crime. 

CKN contributed less than 20 incidents a year to these totals! So we must be doing something right? But as victims of crime of our neighborhood know, any crime is one incident too many. 

Can we afford to stop or falter in our efforts in keeping our area safe? 

This brings me to recent developments around CKN membership and the finances of CKN. 

Over the past two months we have not been in a position to cover the cost of the 24 hour car. Monies coming in have therefore not been sufficient. The reasons for the decline in payments is unknown. Payments are at times sporadic and sadly there are many that have signed up with Aqua at the reduced rate but now fail to contribute to CKN. Therefore the 24 hour patrol is being put at risk. We may have to contemplating reducing the hours of the car on the road and I think I do not have to spell out the possible consequences of this. 

I know times are tough but can 300 odd homes and 4 complexes not cover the costs of the car? Monthly Aqua fees for the running of the car which are paid by CKN are approximately R 17 000.00. CKN also pays for amongst other things, the cleanup of the area, printing and patrol equipment. Personally I feel we do not need to increase or subs but many folk feel we cannot afford to lose the car – which everyone benefits from – and so want to increase monthly contributions. Is this fair?

Subs are R100 per month (R25 per week) or whatever you can afford.

We will see about gathering in new members over the coming months, getting regular contributions and then re-evaluate our finances.    





Do you have a white CKN membership board on your house? Are you a paying member?

Remember the success and continuance of CKN is in your hands. 

Patrols: We have decided to change our patrol procedures for the rest of the year and in that we will have “mass patrols” whereby we will choose random nights and also look at peak crime times and then have as many patrol members on for the night for just one hour each. Visibility remains the key to crime prevention (our patrol car patrols and does not sit under a tree!). So there will be nights you will see numerous residents patrolling alongside Aqua. Makes you feel safe does it not?

Please join up as we need you and many hands makes for light work.

Do you know your neighbor? I constantly hear that I have lived in the area for many years and I do not know who lives behind me, to the left or the right! Let’s hope you do not need to call your neighbor in an emergency but remember they are the closest to hand in times of need. Go to our website and down load the form of “who your neighbor is”, pop around and get their details to complete the form. Put it somewhere safe.

There has been a request for residents to advertise any services they may render so that others in the area may make use of them and support them. If you are a paid up CKN member, we will place your business on our website free of charge. 

Finally, CKN AGM and braai in the new park on Saturday 30 October at 15h00.

Stay safe

John
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